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Comment #1: Bulk Materials 

Hickman's Tonopah egg factory has bulk materials handled, stored, and/or transported at 
their facility and Air Quality Permit to Operate and/or Construct #140062 does not 
properly establish permit conditions and requirements. 

Discussion 

Maricopa County Air Quality Department (AQDX) received ananplication for a Non-Title 
Air Quality Permit from Hickman's Egg Ranch, Inc. on September 26, 2014 for the Tonopah 
facility. In Section L. OTHER DUST GENERATING OPERATIONS, question #6 was checked 
"Yes" for bulk materials handled, stored or transported at this facility and identified the 
bulk material as "Chicken Feed". 

The bulk material must be off-loaded from delivery trucks and conveyed from the silos to 
the hen houses. The transfer of bulk material is a dust generating activity and must be 
properly regulated. The same or similar activity is recognized in the Air Quality Permit to 
Operate and/or Construct# 040136 for the Arlington Egg Ranch. 

Although it is not identified in the application, the off-loading of the bulk material and 
distribution to the hen houses is probably done pneumatically or via conveyors. 
Whatever the process, it is a dust generating activity and is not listed as an insignificant 
activity (Appendix D) or a trivial activity (Appendix F). Therefore, it is a regulated activity 
and should be a permit condition for the Tonopah Egg Ranch and related equipment listed 
on the Permit's Equipment List. If a control device is involved, it would also trigger the 
requirement for an Operation and Maintenance Plan. 

Note that the permittee's Dust Control Permit Application form for question 11. was not 
completed. (Size of Project and Estimated Bulk Materials). Public records requests have 
not demonstrated that there has been a modification to the Dust Control Plan/Permit for 
bulk materials. 

Rule /Regulation 

The AQDX rules regulating this activity are Rules 220,300, and 311; State Implementation 
Plan Regulation 2- Permits 023 Permit Classes & 220 Permits to Operate; and State 
Implementation Plan Regulation 3 - Control of Air Contaminants 300 Visible Emissions & 
311 Particulate Matter from Process Industries. 
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